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“ i have lived, sir, a long time,
and the longer I live, the more convincing
Proofs I see of this Truth: that God governs
in the Affairs of Men…. I therefore beg
leave to move, that henceforth Prayers,
imploring the Assistance of Heaven, and
its Blessing on our Deliberations, be held
in this Assembly every Morning before we
proceed to Business, and that one or more
of the Clergy of this City be requested to
officiate in that Service.”
Benjamin Franklin | June 28, 1787
From a speech to the Constitutional Convention
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Additionally, the Office of the Chaplain maintains the
Congressional Prayer Room located near the Rotunda
in the heart of the U.S. Capitol. Established in 1954
solely for Members of the House and Senate, the room
is used for their communal and private prayer, study,
and reflection.

events and information services
The Chaplain leads prayer at official ceremonies on
Capitol Hill—including historical commemorations,
congressional award presentations, and memorial
services—adding solemnity and dignity to the events.
The Chaplain also embraces the opportunity to
welcome visiting religious leaders from around the
world to the Capitol.

ministry of the chaplain
opening prayer
The primary duty of the Chaplain of the House
is to offer a prayer at the commencement of each
day’s sitting of the House, as called for in the
Rules of the House of Representatives. The prayers,
offered in the House Chamber, are broadcast live
on HouseLive.gov and C-SPAN and are archived
in the Congressional Record as well as on the Office
of the Chaplain website, chaplain.house.gov.
The Chaplain also coordinates a guest chaplain
program to host clergy, who are nominated personally
by House Members, to lead the opening prayer. The
richness of religious expression in the United States
is well illustrated in these prayers.

pastoral services
The Chaplain offers a ministry of presence to all
members of the House community. He serves
Members and their families as well as congressional
staff with spiritual care and counsel, prayer services,
discussion events, and other activities.

Historical information, links to local houses of worship,
and listings of events of a spiritual or religious nature
are available on chaplain.house.gov. The Office also
assists congressional offices with requests for information
concerning religious and spiritual matters.

Colville and Spokane Indian reservations. He also helped
develop the case for the Colville Tribes’ treaty fishing
rights. He worked for a year at the National Office
of Jesuit Social Ministries in Washington, DC, before
becoming a university chaplain in 1990.

rev. patrick j. conroy, s.j.
Father Pat Conroy, a Jesuit of the Oregon Province
of the Society of Jesus, was sworn in as the 60th
Chaplain of the United States House of Representatives
on May 25, 2011. Nominated by Speaker of the House
John Boehner in consultation with Minority Leader
Nancy Pelosi, Fr. Conroy was elected to the position
by the House membership.
As Chaplain, Fr. Conroy focuses his ministry on building
relationships and providing a spiritual presence in the
House. With his guitar frequently in hand and his
door always open, he aims to provide House Members
and staff with meaningful pastoral experiences and
opportunities that enable them to grow spiritually
and perform their duties to the best of their ability.
Fr. Conroy’s wide-ranging career—as a priest, attorney,
educator, musician, and holder of four graduate degrees—
has spanned 40 years from coast to coast. Fostering
personal, spiritual, and intellectual growth in others
has been a cornerstone of his professional life.
The call to serve others led Fr. Conroy to pursue
several paths early in his career. Joining the Jesuit Order
in 1973, he trained to become a priest while defending
the legal rights of Native Americans of the Confederated
Tribes of the Colville Reservation in Washington state
and of Salvadoran refugees in San Francisco. After being
ordained in 1983, he was pastor to four villages on the

Fr. Conroy spent 13 years in the chaplaincy at two
Jesuit institutions, Georgetown and Seattle universities,
where his principal role was directing student retreats.
Before coming to the House, he worked for seven years
at Jesuit High School in Portland, Oregon, as a teacher
of freshman theology. He was also the assistant coach
of the Mighty JV II girls softball team. Fr. Conroy served
for three years as superior of the Jesuit community in
Portland and also supervised the training and education
of Jesuit seminarians as the Oregon Province’s Provincial
Assistant for Formation.

“my role is to be a resource
for the well-being of the Members of the
House. I feel a sense of privilege, surprise,
and gratitude that I am able to be on the
Floor of the House and talk with the people
who have been elected to serve here.”

A native of Everett, Washington, Fr. Conroy is a graduate
of Claremont McKenna College (California) and
attended Gonzaga University School of Law in Spokane,
Washington. He earned a Master of Arts in Philosophy
from Gonzaga University; a law degree from Saint Louis
University; a Master of Divinity from the Jesuit School
of Theology of Santa Clara University in Berkeley,
California; and a Master of Sacred Theology in Missiology
from Regis College, the Jesuit School of Theology at the
University of Toronto.

history of the chaplaincy
Prayer has been present in the deliberations of the United
States’ legislative body from the nation’s earliest days.

“be thou present, o god of

wisdom, and direct the councils of
this honorable assembly; enable them
to settle things on the best and surest
foundation. That … truth and justice,
religion and piety, prevail and flourish
amongst the people. Preserve the health
of their bodies and vigor of their minds;
shower down on them and the millions
they here represent, such temporal blessings
as Thou seest expedient for them in this
world and crown them with everlasting
glory in the world to come.”
Reverend Jacob Duché | September 7, 1774
From the First Prayer of the Continental Congress

On September 7, 1774, the Continental Congress began
with a prayer offered by the Reverend Jacob Duché
(depicted above), an Episcopal rector from Philadelphia.
During the Constitutional Convention in 1787, Founding
Father Benjamin Franklin encouraged the practice of
opening legislative sessions with a prayer. On May 1, 1789,
in one of its first acts, the House elected the Reverend
William Linn, a Presbyterian minister from Philadelphia,
as the official Chaplain of the House.
For more than 200 years, each Congress has named
a Chaplain of the House, excluding the years preceding
the Civil War when local clergy served as volunteer
chaplains. At the beginning of each Congress, the
Chaplain is elected to a two-year term by the House
Membership. There is no limit to the number of terms
a Chaplain may serve.
Sixty individuals have held the office since its inception.
A list can be found on the Office of the Chaplain’s website,
chaplain.house.gov.
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depictions of faith
in the capitol
The U.S. Capitol is home to hundreds of pieces of art—
statues, busts, paintings, portraits, friezes, and murals—that
portray scenes of American history, celebrate its citizens,
and symbolize the ideals that have built the nation.

The Old Hall of the House, now called Statuary Hall,
contains part of the collection of 100 statues that honors
two citizens from each state who are “illustrious for their
historic renown.” Among the great political and military
figures, reformers, inventors, and adventurers in the
collection are religious leaders representing many faiths.
The Reverend Peter Muhlenberg was a Lutheran pastor who
left the pulpit to take up arms for American independence,
eventually becoming a general. Pennsylvania voters later
elected him to the First Congress. His statue was added
to the National Statuary Hall Collection in 1889. A portrait
of his brother, the Reverend Frederick Muhlenberg—
the first Speaker of the House and himself an ordained
Lutheran pastor—hangs in the Speaker’s Lobby outside
the House Chamber.

Twenty-three marble relief portraits of lawgivers throughout
history circle the wall above the gallery that overlooks the
House Chamber, each serving as a reminder of the principles
that underlie American law. The center relief of Moses
(above) hangs directly across from the rostrum where the
Speaker of the House presides and the Chaplain offers the
daily prayer. Inscribed in stone above the rostrum is our
nation’s official motto—“In God We Trust.”
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Roger Williams immigrated to the New World from
England in pursuit of religious freedom. He served
as an assistant pastor before he was banished by leaders
of the Massachusetts Bay Colony for heresy and sedition.
A master of Native American languages, he purchased
land from the Narragansett Indians in 1636 that became
the colony of Rhode Island. He championed full liberty
in religious beliefs, an ideal practiced in the new colony
and ultimately enshrined in the Bill of Rights. His statue
(below) was given to the collection by the State of Rhode
Island in 1872.

One of two paintings in the House Collection by Albert
Bierstadt, Entrance Into Monterey shows a luminous
scene from Monterey, California, just as Spanish settlers
first arrive in 1602. In the middle distance, Bierstadt
depicts a Catholic Mass in progress under an oak
tree, an event that reportedly took place the day after
the landing of Spanish explorer Sebastián Vizcaíno.
As a leader of the “Sacred Expedition,” Father Junípero
Serra founded Spain’s first California missions around
the time of the American Revolution. His statue (below)
was given to the collection by California in 1931.
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A statue of Mother Joseph (above) was added to the
collection by Washington state in 1980. A nun of the
Sisters of Providence, Mother Joseph led a group of five
missionary sisters to the Pacific Northwest Territories
in 1856. Her mission was responsible for the completion
of 11 hospitals, seven academies, five Indian schools,
and two orphanages.

Among the statues displayed in the Capitol Rotunda
is a bust of the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. (far
right), whose religious faith inspired activism that led
to historic civil rights legislation. Overhead, the “Frieze
of American History” rings the Rotunda with a series
of 19 significant historical scenes. One features William
Penn with the Delaware Indians at the time of the Treaty
of Shackamaxon (above), which forged an amicable
relationship between the Quakers and the Indians.
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the chaplain prays daily for
the members of the u.s. house
of representatives and for
the nation, and ministers
to the spiritual needs of the
congressional community.

contact
Office of the Chaplain
U.S. House of Representatives
U.S. Capitol, Room HC-2
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